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Welcome Senior Minister Rev. Dr. Matt Wooster! 
 

August 1  
Musical Meditation 

Communion 
 

August 8 | Truth and Love 
Rev. Dr. Matt Wooster Preaching 

Ephesians 4:25-5:2  
 

August 15 | Careful the Wish You Make 
Rev. Dr. Matt Wooster Preaching 

2 Kings 3:3-13 
 

August 22 | The Powers That Be 
Rev. Dr. Matt Wooster Preaching 

Ephesians 6:10-20 
 

August 29 | A New Season 
Rev. Dr. Matt Wooster Preaching 

Song of Songs 2:8-13 

August 2021 

Worship at Plymouth Church will be outside on the lawn every Sunday at 10 AM.  We will 
move indoors in case of rain.  Service will also be available on our website, 

www.plymouthchurchucc.org. 
 On the homepage of website look for the WATCH  tab near the top.  Click on it and select 

Livestream (to watch in real time on Sunday) or Recordings (to view previous services).  

https://plymouthchurchucc.org
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Plymouth Church Leadership 2021 

Council President    Brian Grube 

Council Vice-President    Mary Bright 

Secretary    Vicki Werneke 

Treasurer     Juanita Faulx 

Assistant Treasurer   Pam Ford 

Adult Faith & Life - Chair  Mendle Adams 

Building & Grounds (B&G) - Chair Ron Werneke 

Caring - Chair    Dave Faulx 

Children & Youth (C&Y) - Chair  Jeannie Clarkson 

Evangelism & Growth (E&G) - Chair Margaret Reuthinger 

Giving - Chair    David Turner 

Partnership & Service (P&S) - Chair Robin Johnson 

Worship - Chair    Amy Holbrook 

Personnel Chair    Kenyon Mau  

Foundation Chair    Christine Bretz 

Council Member @Large   Ros Gauchat 

Council Member @Large   Jan Wilkens 

Council Member @Large   Nicole Lepley 

Council Member @ Large  Shelli Smith 

Council Member @ Large  Becky Neal 

 

Plymouth Staff 
 

Rev. Dr. Matthew Wooster 
Senior Minister  

mwooster@plymouthchurchucc.org 
 

Rev. Matthew Bauhof 
Associate Minister  

mbauhof@plymouthchurchucc.org 
 

James P. Riggs 
Minister of Music & The Arts 

Acting Staff Administrator 
jriggs@plymouthchurchucc.org 

 

Leslie Szalay 
Director of Christian Education 

Temp. Perspective Editor 
lszalay@plymouthchurchucc.org 

 

Paul Holter 
Facility Manager 

pholter@plymouthchurchucc.org 
 

Kathryn Kundrat 
Finance Administrator 

kkundrat@plymouthchurchucc.org 
 

Jeannie Clarkson 
Temp. Office Coordinator/Receptionist 

Office@plymouthchurchucc.org 
 
 

James Lake, Rose Munn 
Facilities Staff 

 

Church Office 216-921-3510 

An Open & Affirming and Just Peace Congregation 
of the United Church of Christ 

 

Our Mission is to be a Christ-centered community led by the Holy Spirit that supports the spiritual 
journey of all who strive to boldly live out their faith in the world.  We are committed to diversity, 

spiritual growth, and putting our faith into action locally and throughout the world. 
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 Pastor’s Corner 

Hello Plymouth Church! 
 
The umpire says “play ball” at the start of a new season. 
 

The bell rings to begin class on the first day of school.  
 

The curtain rises on opening night.  
 
Each of these moments is preceded by planning, preparation, and practice. But each is also a new        
beginning, and most of the learning and growth lies ahead. 

I am excited to begin my ministry with you. I am excited to learn about your lives, and to share my life 
with you. I am excited for all of the “firsts” in the months ahead: my first Sunday on August 8; my first 
Plymouth staff meeting; my first baptism; first congregational meeting; and first…First Sunday of Advent. 
After months of holding you prayerfully to God, and envisioning this move, I give thanks that the time 
has now arrived for our new beginning. 

Back in April, I had learned enough about Plymouth to know that I would love to share my life and     
ministry here. That was a part of the preparation. Now we can really get to know each other. I am        
interested in who you are: your hopes and dreams, your loves and joys, your losses and fears. I believe 
that ministry must always be relational and contextual. Good ministry meets people where they are,   
remembering how Jesus ministered differently to Nicodemus, the Samaritan woman at the well,         
Bartimaeus, and Mary Magdalene. I am sure that you have different ways of acting in love toward a    
parent, a neighbor, and different friends, depending on what they are going through and what they need 
from you.  

Ministry is shaped by the character of a particular place and time, and by the specific lives of the people 
in the church and the surrounding neighborhoods. 

All of this is to say that I am excited to know you better. I hope to have the chance to talk with you in the 
weeks and months ahead, either in person, by phone, or by video call. As we move into fall, I’ll be     
planning opportunities outside of worship for us to get to know each other. In the meantime, I welcome 
you to reach out to me by calling me at church after August 1. Or you can reach me at my new church 
email, mwooster@plymouthchurchucc.org to arrange a time to talk. 

I will also be reaching out to Plymouth’s neighbors in the months ahead, and I ask for your help in this 
effort. I believe it is valuable for the church to be in relationship with other faith communities,            
community organizations, local governance, and neighbors who live in the Heights, East Cleveland, and 
beyond. If you know of people that it may be valuable for me to connect with on behalf of our church, 
please let me know who they are. 

And now, I can see that the umpire has dusted off home plate; the bell is about to ring; and the house 
lights are being dimmed. I look forward to joining you, and sharing with you in Christian community that 
is centered in love, grounded in worship, and enlivened in service to others. 

Peace, 

Matt 

Rev. Dr. Matthew Wooster 
Senior Minister 

mailto:mwooster@plymouthchurchucc.org
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 Treasurer’s Report 
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 News and Events 

 

 

 

 

Join us August 8th for worship with      
Rev. Dr. Matt Wooster 

We look forward to welcoming Rev. Matt and 
his wife Betsy on Sunday August 8 at the 

church. Please join us for worship at 10 AM  

and a reception after the service as we       
welcome them into our beloved community.  

Musical Happenings 

Jim Riggs, Minister of  Music and the Arts 
 

A Fond Farewell to Katherine Johnson 

I will never forget the week of March 8, 2020, when Katherine Johnson called to say Oberlin was closing and 

she was returning to North Carolina.  We stayed in touch via Zoom and Katherine recorded pieces for our 

online worship services.  Since then, Katherine has accepted a job at Church of The Redeemer in the Oberlin 

area playing the organ and overseeing the choir.  Prior to Covid19 we had been in discussion about what 

would be next for Katherine.   

We never were able to formally celebrate Katherine’s accomplishments and thank her for her service to 

Plymouth.  In this space, let me say how proud we are of you Katherine.  You were always well  prepared for 

rehearsals and service, you played excellent music, and I could always count on you.  Many, many thanks.  

All best wishes to you as the musical journey continues to unfold.          

Sol Rizzato, New Organ Scholar 

After a year hiatus due to Covid19, our Organ Scholar program will  

resume in the fall.  Sol Rizzato (they/them) will begin their time at 

Plymouth the end of August.  A native of Chicago, Sol has been a shop 

technician at the Red River Pipe Organ Company and has served      

various churches.  They are a graduate of the University of Oklahoma 

where they earned dual bachelor’s degrees in organ performance and 

viola performance.   Sol will be pursuing a master’s degree at the 

Cleveland Institute of Music (CIM) studying with Todd Wilson.  We are 

delighted to welcome Sol to our music family.    

Summer Choir 

On August 22 the Summer Choir 

will sing for worship.  We gather 

at 9:20 am for a warm-up/

rehearsal then sing for  worship 

at 10 am.  While not necessary, it 

is helpful to notify Jim Riggs 

(jriggs@plymouthchurchucc.org) 

of your intention to sing.            

All are welcome.    

mailto:jriggs@plymouthchurchucc.org
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 News & Events 

Volunteer at the  

Cleveland Foodbank 

Volunteers are invited to join Plymouth 

Church members at the Greater  Cleveland 

Foodbank the third  Wednesday of each 

month.  The next gathering will be           

August 18, 6-8pm. 

Contact Paul Qua at 

pqua@driveclassic.com. 

Monday Night Bible Study 
 

Monday Night Bible Study will continue to be on 
hiatus during the month of August.                    

More information coming soon. 

Children’s Church 

 Children in pre-school through middle school are 

welcomed to join us in the garden Sunday         

mornings. In our Caring for Creation summer        

program, we connect the Bible lesson to the garden 

through stories, games, & crafts. Please have       

children meet us in the garden BEFORE the start of 

service. For the safety of all, masks will be required 

while we are gathered together.  

Homecoming Sunday 

September 12th, 10:30 AM service   

mailto:pqua@driveclassic.com
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Perspective Deadline  

Monday, August 16 

Happy Birthday! 
 
 

 

Cynthia Barnard-Sheldon 

Suzanne Blaser 

Dee Burt 

Anne Cook 

Stella Fulton 

Bea Muller 

Carolyn Nilson 

 

To our Four Score Plus 


