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Worship at Plymouth Church is 

available online every Sunday  

morning at 8 AM on Facebook & YouTube 

Journey to the Center: A Lenten Labyrinth 

April 1 | Maundy Thursday 
Service of Communion and Tenebrae via Zoom, 7:30pm 

 

April 2 | Good Friday 
Ecumenical “Seven last Sayings” Service, available online beginning at noon 

 

April 4 | Easter Day 
The End is the Beginning, Rev. Dr. Deborah Lindsay 

Worship on the Lawn 11am* 
 

April 11 | Senior Minister Candidate Preaching 
 Virtual service begins at 11am, immediately followed by virtual meeting to vote on candidate 

 

April 18 
Rev. Dr. Deborah Lindsay Preaching 

 

April 25 
Rev. Matt Bauhof Preaching 
Worship on the Lawn 11am* 

 

* Outdoor worship will be on the front lawn at 11am, weather permitting.                                           
Masks & social distancing required. Please bring your own lawn chairs.                                                 

Online worship will still be available online at 8 AM. 
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Plymouth Church Leadership 2021 

Council President    Brian Grube 

Council Vice-President    Mary Bright 

Secretary    Vicki Werneke 

Treasurer     Juanita Faulx 

Assistant Treasurer   Pam Ford 

Adult Faith & Life - Chair  Mendle Adams 

Building & Grounds (B&G) - Chair Ron Werneke 

Caring - Chair    Dave Faulx 

Children & Youth (C&Y) - Chair  Jeannie Clarkson 

Evangelism & Growth (E&G) - Chair Margaret Reuthinger 

Giving - Chair    David Turner 

Partnership & Service (P&S) - Chair Robin Johnson 

Worship - Chair    Amy Holbrook 

Personnel Chair    Kenyon Mau  

Foundation Chair    Christine Bretz 

Council Member @Large   Ros Gauchat 

Council Member @Large   Jan Wilkens 

Council Member @Large   Nicole Lepley 

Council Member @ Large  Shelli Smith 

Council Member @ Large  Becky Neal 

 

 

Plymouth Staff 
 

Rev. Dr. Deborah Lindsay 
Interim Senior Minister  

dlindsay@plymouthchurchucc.org 
 

Rev. Matthew Bauhof 
Associate Minister  

mbauhof@plymouthchurchucc.org 
 

James P. Riggs 
Minister of Music & The Arts 

Acting Staff Administrator 
jriggs@plymouthchurchucc.org 

 

Leslie Szalay 
Director of Christian Education 

Temp. Perspective Editor 
lszalay@plymouthchurchucc.org 

 

Paul Holter 
Facility Manager 

pholter@plymouthchurchucc.org 
 

Kathryn Kundrat 
Finance Administrator 

kkundrat@plymouthchurchucc.org 
 

Jeannie Clarkson 
Temp. Office Coordinator/Receptionist 

Office@plymouthchurchucc.org 
 

Sarah Grube 
Temp. Communications  Coordinator 
Plymouthchurchshaker@gmail.com 

 

James Lake, Rose Munn 
Facilities Staff 

 

Church Office 216-921-3510 

An Open & Affirming and Just Peace Congregation 
of the United Church of Christ 

 

Our Mission is to be a Christ-centered community led by the Holy Spirit that supports the spiritual 
journey of all who strive to boldly live out their faith in the world.  We are committed to diversity, 

spiritual growth, and putting our faith into action locally and throughout the world. 
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Pastor’s Corner 

“It’s all happening!” That’s a much-quoted line from the 2000 Oscar winning movie, Almost       
Famous. It repeatedly has come to mind as I contemplate the next few months for Plymouth 
Church and the world around us. 
 
First, we appear to be at the beginning of the end of the Covid pandemic. It isn ’t over - don’t take 
that mask off - but thanks to the vaccine, an end is finally in sight. As I’m writing, Cuyahoga    
County remains in the red alert zone and the danger from the virus is very real, so we must     
continue to be vigilant for ourselves and each other. It is the faithful thing to do. I had my first 
vaccine dose in March and like so many of you, I felt quite emotional when my time came. God 
works in and through science to accomplish amazing things. 
 
It’s all happening… 
 
Easter Sunday (weather permitting) we’ll be back to in-person worship together on the church 
lawn to celebrate the glorious mystery of the resurrection. I know it ’s been a long winter of 
online worship and seemingly endless Zoom meetings with little of the joy and fun of gathering in 
person. We are all longing to reconnect as a faith community beyond the computer screen.  
 
It’s all happening… 
 
One week after Easter, the congregation will be introduced to, and vote on, the Pulpit             
Committee’s selection for the next senior minister of Plymouth Church. I hope you will be sure to 
join the service on April 11 to hear the candidate preach and immediately following the service 
church members will participate in the Zoom voting process. This is an exciting and important 
moment in the life of the church, as you prepare to embark on a new season of ministry together. 
Remember the Transition Team brunches back in early 2020, when you shared the aspects of 
Plymouth that you most love and hold dear? (I know it feels like a hundred years ago.) That work 
is now coming to fruition and the future is full of hope and possibility.  
 
It’s all happening… 
 
And Easter. Jesus’s heart-broken followers went to prepare his body for burial and discovered an 
empty tomb. In a manner beyond human comprehension, death was defeated and life had the 
final word. It is the penultimate new beginning, a season of rebirth and renewal. In this moment 
we are reminded that the Universal Love that created us is a love that surpasses all our              
understanding. 
 
As Paul wrote to the church in Corinth, “If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything 
old has passed away; see, everything has become new!” 
 
Yes, indeed; it’s all happening. 
 
Blessings, Deb 
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 Lent 

Samaritan Fund Instead of Flowers  
 
As spring is stirring and Easter approaches, we are asking for your help in a new way for Easter.            
Traditionally, Easter lilies and other decorations have been  purchased for Easter.  In lieu of Easter Flower 
donations this year, we are asking you to consider a donation to Plymouth Church’s Samaritan Fund. This 
fund is used to offer support to those in our community who are in need of a one-time financial gift    
during a time of hardship.     

 

Plymouth members have supported this fund, but now the Samaritan Fund is depleted.  No gift is too 
small or too large.  For Easter this year, can you help replenish this fund?   You can donate online by    
selecting “Samaritan Fund” or by check made payable to Plymouth Church, noting “Samaritan Fund” on 
the memo line.  Any questions can be directed to Kathryn Kundrat (kkundrat@plymouthchurchucc.org) 
or to the Rev. Dr. Deborah Lindsay (dlindsay@plymouthchurchucc.org).    

 

Holy Week 

March 28 | Palm Sunday 
Remember to Dance, Rev. Matthew Bauhof  
 
April 1 | Maundy Thursday - Service of              
Communion & Tenebrae via zoom, 7:30pm      
Pick-up meals in the church parking lot for those 
who registered. 
 
April 2 |Good Friday - Ecumenical “Seven Last  
Sayings” Service. Rev. Matt will be preaching one 
of the homilies.  Available online beginning at 
noon. See link on page 5. 
 
April 4 | Easter Day 
The End is the Beginning, Rev. Dr. Deborah Lindsay 

 *Worship will be online and weather permitting, 
will also take place on the front lawn of the church 
at 11 AM.  Masks & social distancing required. 
Please bring your own lawn chair. 

mailto:kkundrat@plymouthchurchucc.org
mailto:dlindsay@plymouthchurchucc.org
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Lent 
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 Pulpit Committee Update 

The Pulpit Committee wanted to provide you with exciting news regarding our search for the next     
Senior Minister at Plymouth Church. Following a thorough and exhaustive search, we are pleased to 
share that we have identified a candidate whom we unanimously recommend to be our next senior  
minister. We invite you to meet the candidate during the weekend of April 9 and to vote on the          
candidate’s appointment immediately following a virtual sermon that the candidate will provide on    
Sunday, April 11.  
   
As we have shared with the congregation in earlier updates, there has been a lot of interest in  Plymouth 
Church. We received over 65 resumes, and after our initial review, we conducted preliminary zoom   
conversations with 12 prospective candidates. We narrowed the search to 5 candidates whom we       
interviewed more in-depth, again, over zoom. We continued the interview process with two  candidates, 
performing our due diligence, checking references, conducting further interviews, and gathering more 
information. Throughout all steps of this search process, the committee has spent  extensive time       
listening to prospective candidates lead worship services, preach sermons, and  following their social 
media presence to get a comprehensive idea of their ministerial and leadership style. In February, while 
practicing social distancing, we invited our top choice candidate to Shaker Heights for an in-person visit, 
which included conversations and spending time together at Plymouth Church. Following this visit, the 
pulpit committee unanimously agreed that this candidate should be called to be our next Senior        
Minister.    
     
Looking ahead, we are planning a few exciting virtual events for the weekend of April 9th, culminating in 
a church meeting on April 11th. There will be an opportunity to hear about the candidate's faith        
journey, participate in a virtual small-group question and answer session with the candidate, and hear 
the candidate preach a virtual sermon at the April 11th service. Your participation at the virtual meeting 
following the service on April 11th is imperative.  We need at least 75 members to vote, and two-thirds 
to approve, for the candidate’s appointment to be effective. More details and logistics for the weekend 
will be forthcoming in the next few weeks.  
   
We have been incredibly grateful for all of your prayers and support during the search process. This is an 
exciting time for Plymouth Church!   
   
Sincerely,   
The Pulpit Committee  
   
Devan Bhatia  
Cindy Chapman   
Andrew Cleminshaw   
Tom Cullinan   
Amy Grube   
Kate Molyneaux  
Mai Moore   
Dick Pogue   
Beth Sanborn   
Gloria Sturghill - Chair  
David Turner   
Robert Woolfrey  
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 Plymouth in the News 

From the Souper Bowl of Caring collection on        

Children and Youth Sunday 

From the UCC National Headquarters for 2019   
recognition for One Great Hour of Sharing 

From the front page of Community of                    
St. Peter newsletter 

From the Arts and Entertainment section of 
the Plain Dealer, Sunday, March 7, 2021 

An article, “Virtual Virtuosos” detailing how 
Cleveland’s smaller classical groups are rising to 
meet the concert streaming challenge written 

by Plymouth member, Zachary Lewis included a 
picture of the Herr Chapel as members of Les 

Delices were recording a program. 

Photo by Laura Wiegand 
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 News & Events 
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News & Events 

Racial Justice Movie Discussion 
 

In our ongoing series of movies about race in America, the next discussion will be about The Black 
Church: This is Our Story, This is Our Song, Part One. Henri Louis Gates, Jr. is executive producer, 
host, and writer of the two-part series, which is currently streaming on PBS.org. (It’s free.) Please 

watch the first segment in advance and then join us on Wednesday, April 21 at 7:30pm for          
conversation and reflection. Email Rev. Deb for the Zoom link: dlindsay@plymouthchurchucc.org. 

Monday Night Bible Study 

 

After Easter, something new is coming to 
the Monday night Bible study. Beginning on 
April 12, we'll be reading the latest release 
from Anne Lamott, Dusk, Night, Dawn: On 
Revival and Courage. "Lamott explores the 
thorny issues of life and faith by breaking 

them down into manageable, human-sized 
questions for readers to ponder, showing us 
how we can amplify life's small moments of 

joy by staying open to love and                
connection." Rev. Deb will supplement each 

chapter with reflection on a passage from 
scripture. Bible study meets by Zoom each 

Monday at 5:30, with fellowship time       
beginning at 5:15.  

Email Deb for the Zoom link. 

mailto:dlindsay@plymouthchurchucc.org
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 News & Events 

In-Person Worship at Plymouth 

With spring and the promises of an Easter resurrection, comes a time of renewal and rebirth as 
we have made it to the center of our labyrinth journey.  As we prepare to leave the center of the 
labyrinth and travel back into the world, it is with joy that we can share Plymouth Church is      
beginning steps to return to in-person worship.  At the March 23rd  meeting of church council, 
leadership had consensus on the following worship plan.  Weather permitting, outdoor worship 
will be held on April 4 (Easter Day), April 25, May 9, and May 23 all at 11 am in addition to 
online worship.  We will maintain physical distancing and mask wearing as voted on by church 
council.   

Plymouth is blessed to have an amazing outdoor space.  Beginning on June 6 worship will take 
place outdoors each Sunday morning at 10 am, weather permitting.  For those who do not feel 
comfortable or are unable to attend in-person, online worship will continue.  This summer we 
will be using our new livestream equipment to stream the services from the church lawn to your 
home.  A plus to outdoor worship is we don’t have to limit the number of folks attending.  In the 
event of inclement weather, the staff will livestream the service from the sanctuary and a limited 
number of worshipers will be permitted to attend via a reservation system.  Those details will be 
in the weekly Plymouth email.     

Finally, the plan, and our hope, is to safely return to in-person worship in the sanctuary             
beginning in September.  We will continue to monitor the news from public health officials. At 
that time, our services will be livestreamed each Sunday morning from the sanctuary.   

As we enter this season of Easter, we see signs of resurrection around us with the continued  
vaccine rollout, blooming flowers of spring, a new Senior Minister on the horizon, and signs of 
returning to in-person worship.  If you have any questions and/or concerns regarding this plan, 
please feel free to reach out to the Rev. Dr. Deborah Lindsay, Jim Riggs, or Council President,   
Brian Grube.    

Thank You 

Thank you to Brenda Grauer, Charlene Nevans and the staff for creating the meditation            
opportunity to return during March to the church for a time of reflection and prayer.  We 

were grateful to see those who were able to attend.    
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Happy Birthday! 
 

 

Roma Blunt 
 

Dick Pogue 

To our Four Score Plus 

News & Events 
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Perspective Deadline  

Monday, April 19 


