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June 6 | Dinner, Interrupted 
Rev. Dr. Deborah Lindsay Preaching 

Communion | Mark 3:20-35 
 

June 13 | Service Trip Sunday 
 Youth Preaching 

 

June 20  | Who is this guy? 
Rev. Dr. Deborah Lindsay Preaching 

Mark 4:35-41 
 

June 27  |  Jesus, the Multi-tasker 
 Rev. Dr. Deborah Lindsay Preaching 

Mark 5:21-43 

June 2021 

Worship at Plymouth Church will be outside on the lawn every Sunday at 10 AM.  

 We will move indoors in case of rain.   

Service will also be available on Facebook & YouTube. 
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Plymouth Church Leadership 2021 

Council President    Brian Grube 

Council Vice-President    Mary Bright 

Secretary    Vicki Werneke 

Treasurer     Juanita Faulx 

Assistant Treasurer   Pam Ford 

Adult Faith & Life - Chair  Mendle Adams 

Building & Grounds (B&G) - Chair Ron Werneke 

Caring - Chair    Dave Faulx 

Children & Youth (C&Y) - Chair  Jeannie Clarkson 

Evangelism & Growth (E&G) - Chair Margaret Reuthinger 

Giving - Chair    David Turner 

Partnership & Service (P&S) - Chair Robin Johnson 

Worship - Chair    Amy Holbrook 

Personnel Chair    Kenyon Mau  

Foundation Chair    Christine Bretz 

Council Member @Large   Ros Gauchat 

Council Member @Large   Jan Wilkens 

Council Member @Large   Nicole Lepley 

Council Member @ Large  Shelli Smith 

Council Member @ Large  Becky Neal 

 

 

Plymouth Staff 
 

Rev. Dr. Deborah Lindsay 
Interim Senior Minister  

dlindsay@plymouthchurchucc.org 
 

Rev. Matthew Bauhof 
Associate Minister  

mbauhof@plymouthchurchucc.org 
 

James P. Riggs 
Minister of Music & The Arts 

Acting Staff Administrator 
jriggs@plymouthchurchucc.org 

 

Leslie Szalay 
Director of Christian Education 

Temp. Perspective Editor 
lszalay@plymouthchurchucc.org 

 

Paul Holter 
Facility Manager 

pholter@plymouthchurchucc.org 
 

Kathryn Kundrat 
Finance Administrator 

kkundrat@plymouthchurchucc.org 
 

Jeannie Clarkson 
Temp. Office Coordinator/Receptionist 

Office@plymouthchurchucc.org 
 

Sarah Grube 
Temp. Communications  Coordinator 
Plymouthchurchshaker@gmail.com 

 

James Lake, Rose Munn 
Facilities Staff 

 

Church Office 216-921-3510 

An Open & Affirming and Just Peace Congregation 
of the United Church of Christ 

 

Our Mission is to be a Christ-centered community led by the Holy Spirit that supports the spiritual 
journey of all who strive to boldly live out their faith in the world.  We are committed to diversity, 

spiritual growth, and putting our faith into action locally and throughout the world. 
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 Pastor’s Corner 
As I sit down to write my column for the June Perspective I am filled with emotion. Our interim time   
together is coming to an end. I am feeling sad to be leaving you and so excited for your future with your 
new senior minister, Rev. Dr. Matt Wooster. Mostly, I am filled with deep appreciation for my time with 
you. 
 

In many ways this goodbye feels a bit like sending William off to college. I felt such joy for him and       
gratitude that we’d reached such an important milestone. We did exactly what we set out to do.       
Mission accomplished. And of course there was sadness too. This feels much the same — happy and 
sad —dare I say, a little bit of each? (When William left there was also a very ugly cry in a Giant Eagle     
parking lot; I really hope that can be avoided this time.) 
 

Plymouth Church, together we accomplished what we set out to do. We processed Shawnthea         
Monroe’s leaving and you adapted to new interim leader at Plymouth. Thanks to the transition team, 
we gathered together for a series of brunches that were a wonderful opportunity for me to begin to get 
to know you and to understand the significance of the phrase “Hans and Shelli are cooking!” Soon after, 
the Pulpit  Committee went to work on a search that extended for over a year, to identify the next    
senior minister. 
 

Little did we know what would hit us just four months after I arrived: Covid 19 and all the uncertainty,  
worry, grief and upheaval it brought. None of us will ever forget this period in our lives. Covid, a       
summer of racial reckoning, and a divisive election gave me the chance to see qualities of the Plymouth 
community I have come to admire so much: your resilience, flexibility, generosity, concern for the     
surrounding  community and the wider world, your deep love for Plymouth, and your willingness to be 
the church in new and different ways. Along the way, you’ve been supportive and  encouraging of me 
and everyone on the staff; you can never know how much that meant when the going got tough.  
 

One of many memories of this time will be one day in March 2020 when Marisue Besse said, “Well Deb, 
I don’t know what a Zoom is, but I’m willing to learn.” Bible study on Zoom and the Racial Justice Movie 
group have been highlights for me as we learned and stretched together. The consistent good thinking 
and support from Council President Brian Grube and all the members of the Plymouth Council have 
been invaluable as we navigated the pandemic. 
 

In spite of all the challenges of this unprecedented time, it has truly been a delight to be your Interim    
Senior Minister. In many ways, Plymouth is the best of what a congregation can be: a vital and alive      
community of faithful people, always seeking to do and be more, to be the hands and feet of Jesus in 
the world. You have rekindled my faith in the power of a church to embody and really live out the    
message of God’s love for all people.  
 

I don’t know what’s ahead for me in the long term; maybe another interim assignment or maybe not. In 
the immediate future I’ll be heading up to my cottage in Nova Scotia to connect with my family, walk on 
the beach, and savor memories of a special, fulfilling, and fun chapter in my ministry.  
 

Fortunately, as things begin to open up a bit, we will have the opportunity to see each other and share   
appreciations and regrets. That’s an important task in the process of a healthy transition and in the    
movement toward a great start for you and the marvelous Matt Wooster. My hope is that I will be able 
to say thank you to each and every one of you. 
 

With love, 
 

Deb 
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 Worship Updates 

Summer Worship and Building Use   
   

Good changes are afoot.  With the announcement from the CDC giving new guidelines for             
vaccinated folks, the Governor of Ohio lifting most bans on June 2, and after discussions with area 
churches, we believe that, while we may not be entirely out of the woods, the time is ripe to begin 
relaxing the restrictions we imposed to manage the COVID-19 pandemic.  And we would like to 
share with you the following guidelines for phasing out those restrictions over the summer months 
as approved by church council on May 25, 2021:    

• Beginning June 1 the office hours will be 9 am-12 noon, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and          
Friday.  Anyone needing access to the building outside of these hours will need to schedule an 
appointment.   

• Groups are able to decide for themselves whether or not they would like to meet in-person or 
virtually.  All in-person meetings need to be scheduled through the church office.  Due to the 
presence of the Lerner School we will continue to wear masks in the common areas.  Once in a 
meeting space it will be up to each group to decide about mask wearing. 

• We will no longer maintain a contract tracing log at the main entrance.   

• Weekly worship will resume outdoors beginning June 6 at 10 am.  Mask wearing will be             
appreciated but not required.  We ask you to consider those too young or those unable to be 
vaccinated.  We strongly encourage a mask when singing as this is an area we are still learning 
about. The church will be open for use of the restrooms (those off the chapel entrance).  The 
Connection Groups are planning simple, pre-packaged items to be used as an informal outdoor 
coffee hour.   

• In the event of rain this summer, worship will move indoors to the sanctuary.  Windows will be 
open, folks will sit in marked pews (every other pew), and masks will be strongly encouraged 
throughout the worship service. This rain plan will be especially helpful (though, we hope,        
unneeded) on July 11 (Deb’s last Sunday) and on August 8 (Matt Wooster’s first Sunday).  

 

It was not easy to transform ourselves into a fully remote church and, as it turns-out, there is      
complexity in re-opening as well. There is more work yet to be done in order to get this ship of faith 
up and running.  We need to agree on protocols, bring back volunteers with retooling for this time of 
renewal and revitalization, and create robust hybrid worship using our new livestreaming 
capabilities, etc.    
 

We so appreciate your patience and faithfulness on this journey.  We know it has not been 
easy.  You have kept the faith, helped your neighbor, and found ways to stay connected even when 
it wasn’t ideal.  We ask for your continued prayers.  There is much unfolding this summer at       
Plymouth including bidding farewell to Deb and welcoming Matt Wooster, launching our livestream 
ministry, onboarding Heights Christian Church, and returning to the sanctuary for worship.  May we 
extend grace to each other and to ourselves as we move closer to being back together.    
 

If you have any questions and/or concerns, please do not hesitate to speak with a member of church 
council or to a member of the worship staff.    
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 Staff Updates 

 

Staffing Update 
Jim Riggs, Acting Staff Administrator 
  

As we anticipate the arrival of the Rev. Dr. Matt Wooster, a recent conversation took 
place between Matt W., Deb, and me.  The outcome of that conversation resulted in the 
following decisions that will take us through the summer.   
  
I am pleased Jeannie Clarkson has agreed to stay on as our Temp Office                          
Coordinator.  The summer office hours will be:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and  Friday 
from 9 AM - 12 noon beginning June 1.  If you need access to the building  anytime    
outside of these hours, it will be by appointment only.  Remember when you leave voice 
mail messages through our new phone system, those messages are delivered directly to 
each staff person via email.   
  
Sarah Grube has done a wonderful job as our Temp Communications Coordinator.  This 
summer Sarah has accepted an internship in New Haven, CT in her field of study.  As we 
transition from our online videos to live streaming the services we are now  looking to 
hire a part-time person to help with our live streaming in addition to the volunteers who 
will run this ministry.  We are grateful to Leslie Szalay who will, for the summer,         
continue her work with the Perspective and do the weekly email (This Week at        
Plymouth).    
  
These decisions will enable us to navigate summer transitions of bidding farewell to Deb 
and welcoming Matt W., onboarding Heights Christian Church, and returning to the 
sanctuary in September.  I am grateful to our remaining staff, Matt Bauhof, Kathryn 
Kundrat, Paul Holter, and Rose Munn who continue to do much.  We are blessed with 
this team.  Finally thank you to YOU our faithful congregation for your support and     
ongoing prayers.   
  
If you have any questions and/or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to 
me.       
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 Partnership and Service Grant 
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 Partnership & Service Grant 
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July 11 will be The Rev. Dr. Deborah 

Lindsay’s last Sunday as our Interim 

Senior Minister.  Details forthcoming 

on how we will celebrate Deb’s     

ministry with us. 

News & Events 

Earth Day clean-up in Plymouth’s churchyard  
 

Twelve hearty souls gathered for a morning of clean-up 
and planting in Plymouth’s churchyard on April 28,        
followed by a boxed-lunch picnic. Pat Schinabeck           
organized the event, and everyone brought their favorite 
gardening tools.  One group weeded the garden beds at 
our Main Entrance, trimmed the bushes, and planted   
colorful annuals along the walk. Others weeded the    
Centennial Garden and the Peace Pole garden. 
 

The weather was beautiful (we got snowed-out the previous Wednesday), and we enjoyed a    
delicious lunch together at the picnic tables near the parking lot. 

THANKS to all who participated in this project: Mendle Adams, Pam Beck, Juanita and Dave Faulx, 
Ros and Ben Gauchat, C J Keyes, Doug Powell, Paul Qua, Pat Schinabeck, and Matt Bauhof. 
Thanks also to Paul Holter for providing large yard bags and cans for the weeds and trimmings.  

Great Job everyone!!  

Charlene Nevans 

 

 

Summer Office Hours 
 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
   9 am—12 noon 

 
If you need building access outside  

of these hours, it will be                         
by appointment only.    
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 News & Events 

Racial Justice Movie Discussion 
 

Our next movie discussion will be Wednesday 
evening, June 16th. We will review the movies 
we’ve watched over the last year to reflect on 

what we’ve learned and how we’ve been 
changed by the films. As a reminder, these are 

the movies we’ve watched: Just Mercy,     
Thirteenth, I Am Not Your Negro, The          

Autobiography of Malcolm X, John Lewis: 
Good Trouble, Between the World and Me, 

Mudbound, The Black Church: This is My     
Story, This is My Song, Sisters of Selma, and 

One Night in Miami. 

 

It’s quite a list! We’ll meet by Zoom on June 
16 at 7:30pm To join the conversation, please 

email Rev. Deb for the Zoom link. 

 

dlindsay@plymouthchurchucc.org.  

Monday Night Bible Study 
 

After Easter, we began reading the latest   
release from Anne Lamott, Dusk, Night, 

Dawn: On Revival and Courage. The group is 
really enjoying it as the book is leading us  

into deep and rich conversation. Each 
week, Rev. Deb supplements the reading with 
reflection on a passage from scripture. Bible 

study meets by Zoom each Monday at 
5:30pm, with fellowship time beginning at 

5:15. Email Deb for the Zoom link. 

 

 

Thank You Sarah Grube 

Jim Riggs, Acting Staff Administrator 

 
For a year now, Sarah Grube has been our Temp Communications 
Coordinator.  Last summer Sarah began editing our worship videos, 
sending out the weekly email, updating the website, and keeping 
the news on Facebook.  When she returned to Yale in New Haven, 
CT in the fall she was able to still do this work for us remotely join-
ing us each Tuesday at 2 pm for Zoom worship staff meeting.  Sarah 
brought an enormous amount of experience and detail to her work 
and she always did it with a cheerful smile.  And, Sarah played a   
vital role in organizing all the details for the Senior Minister meet/
greet and voting weekend which took place on Zoom.   

 
Sarah has accepted an internship for the summer in her field of study.  We will miss her greatly; 

however, we wish her well.  Sarah, thank you for being a steady anchor during this wild 

year.  May God keep you and guide you in all you do.           

mailto:dlindsay@plymouthchurchucc.org


10 

 News & Events 

 

Visit  EYEJ.org  for more information 

WANTED: Changemakers, Thought Leaders, 

and Advocates! 

https://eyej.org/
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 News & Events 

Volunteer at the              

Cleveland Foodbank 

Volunteers are invited to join     

Plymouth Church members at the 

Greater Cleveland Foodbank the 

third Wednesday of each month.  

The next gathering will be June 16th 

6-8pm. 

 

Contact Paul Qua at 

pqua@driveclassic.com. 

Join us for Children’s Church 

Children in pre-school through middle school are welcomed to join us in the garden Sunday 

mornings beginning June 6th.  In our Caring for Creation  summer program, we connect the Bible 

lesson to the garden through stories, games, & crafts.  For the safety of all, 

masks will be required while we are gathered together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 27 is Open and Affirming Sunday 

Plymouth Church is proud to be an Open and 

Affirming church where all are welcomed. 

mailto:pqua@driveclassic.com
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Perspective Deadline  

Monday, June 21 

Happy Birthday! 
 

 

Rich Gray 

Gracia Green 

Jean Harper 

Terry Shockey 

 

 

To our Four Score Plus 


