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“My house is a house of prayer for all people.”  (Isaiah 56:7) ● An Open and Affirming Congregation   

 

Greetings Plymouth Church, 

 

What a joy it is to be called as your Interim Senior Minister! Plymouth is a wonderful congregation and it is 

an honor for me to share this time with you. 

 

I know you’re feeling sad right now; you had a remarkable pastor in Shawnthea Monroe and it is hard to 

say goodbye to someone you love. At the same time, you are happy for her and her family. This moment 

reminds me a bit of sending your child off to college or anyone you love on an adventure.  You’re happy 

and proud; you raised them to leave home to find their own way in the world and yet…you are left with 

both a very quiet house…and at the same time a world of possibility. 

 

One of my favorite books is Art of Pilgrimage: The Seeker’s Guide to Making Travel Sacred, by Phil 

Cousineau. There are many differences between a trip and a pilgrimage. Both involve getting from here to 

there and exploring new places, but a pilgrimage has a deep and profound focus on the sacred. It is an 

inner - as well as outer - journey. In his forward to the book, Huston Smith writes, “Ancient wisdom 

suggests if you aren’t trembling as you approach the sacred, it isn’t the real thing. The sacred, in its 

various guises as holy ground, art, or knowledge, evokes emotion and commotion.”  

 

We are embarking on a pilgrimage together, what Cousineau describes as “a transformative journey to a 

sacred center.” In this moment, it is the sacred center of Plymouth Church that we are about. I will 

continually remind you that the community and the nation needs Plymouth Church and your message of 

grace, hope, justice and inclusion of all people. Your witness is more important than ever; your voice 

needed more today than ever before. I promise you, we will not sit still during this time of transition! 

 

I have already begun to work with the staff of Plymouth UCC and I have learned what an asset they are to 

our ministry. They are navigating this transition with professionalism and grace. And we are working and 

worshipping together in a magnificent building. There is so much to celebrate amidst the “emotion and 

commotion.” 

 

For myself, I am excited to be called to this dynamic church and to be your pastor in every way for our 

time together. 

 

Quoting from the poet David Whyte, in the coming months we will share: “A breath and an essence hardly 

ever held…able to become real only through the miracle fully contained in the shift from this to that.” 

 

Blessings, 

 

 
The Rev. Dr. Deborah Lindsay 
Interim Senior Minister 


